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Lecture by Péter Pal Kranitz about the life and work of Nicolaus Kis of Misztétfalu

Nicolaus Kis of Misztotfalu (1650-1702) was a Hungarian typographer who was among the first ever to cut
Georgian letters in 1684, commissioned by King Archil of Imereti. The Transylvanian pressman was
working in Amsterdam, where he was one of the pioneers of Oriental printing. His Armenian, Chinese,
Hebrew, Syrian, Coptic and other letters were among the first ever to be widely used in European printing
houses.

Although his Georgian letters are believed to have been lost in Sweden (where King Archil’s son was held
captive) before reaching its destination, the printing-house of the king, Nicolaus Kis’s life work is a proof
that Hungarian-Georgian relations exceed the diplomatic and military alliance, that point to medieval
origins, manifesting in the cultural sphere of the early modern period as well.

Venue: Ivane Javakhishvili University (Faculty of Humanities, Building 1, Room 107), 1
Chavchavadze Avenue, Thilisi

Lecturing: Péter P4l Kranitz, Hungarian writer and historian

Time: December 5, 2017 / 14:00 o’clock

The lecture will be in English language.

Péter Pal Kranitz studied history at the P4&zmany Péter Catholic University in Budapest. His focus was the
history of the Southern Caucasus. His PhD dissertation studies the Armenian question after the First World
War. He is the editor of numerous books and volumes of essays, his articles have been published in peer

reviewed journals.

Péter Pal Kranitz works at the Hungarian National Television as a foreign affairs reporter.
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