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’%ﬂiwmﬁ‘y is an mﬁmlg dzﬁ[gr—
ent creation; the sciences and trends
ﬁmsem‘gc/ /Lemﬁassess many sided-
ness and a/wersz’z‘y. Dueto the sci-
entific lests and decqmes, the talented,
afﬂrmcq and vigorous gouz‘hs work
shoulder to shoulder with the wise,
Oufodﬂﬂﬁﬂcq, exﬁgm’moea/ scientists.
75682’5/@8, the ﬂnwemﬁg s a /M;q/zer
scientific institution as well as a
/M('gkw school for acquiring scien-
tific /mowfedcqe, where z‘/mgmmcq, the
[uture generations, under the tutor-
sﬁz’ﬁ of exﬁem‘moed scientisls acquire
deeﬁ kﬂow/gdge,cqel‘ fmm’hﬂr with
the scientific work and research,
ewm‘ud/@ beoamin@q a ﬁdn‘ of the
scientific body. Here, spiritual bond
between the scientists and z‘/wfuiuw
generations is strong. She Vigorous
ﬂow of science is z‘mnsformez/ into

an infinite, vital force.”

Tvane Javakhishvili
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UNIVERSITY MAIN BUILDING

The main building of Tbilisi State University was initially built for Tbilisi
First Gymnasium. Later, on January 26, 1918, the first Georgian University

was opened in this building...
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Niko Tskhvedadze on the

Gymnasium building site
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The organiser of the construction
project was a famous Georgian public
figure, teacher and publicist Nikoloz
Tskhvedadze (1845-1911).

NIKO TSKHVEDADZE

n graduating from the theological seminary Niko Tskhvedadze , as the best graduate,

Owas sent to Moscow Ecclesiastical Academy at government expense. In 1870, after
successfully defending his dissertation and receiving a Candidate’s degree in Theology, Niko
Tskhvedadze started his teaching career in Tbilisi Theological Seminary. While working there,
together with Takob Gogebashvili, he drew up a seminary reform project, according to which
the Georgian language chair should have united the directions of Georgian grammar, the history
of Georgian literature and Georgian history. However, shortly after this, politically unreliable
Gogebashvili and Tskhvedadze were dismissed, fearing that their activities oriented to national
interests would affect the students’ way of thinking and mood.

Tskhvedadze, who had been expelled from the seminary, lived on his private lessons and
then started work as a temporary teacher in the upper classes of Thbilisi geodetic school. In 1874,
Niko Tskhvedadze was appointed a history and geography teacher in Transcaucasian Women’s
Institute, where he worked for 23 years.

He had business and friendly relations with Iakob Gogebashvili, Ilia Chavchavadze, Dimi-

tri Kipiani and other noted writers and public figures. He was one of the founders and adminis-



trators of the “The Society for the Spread of Literacy among Georgians’. Es-
pecially noteworthy was Niko Tskhvedadze’s activity in the “Tbilisi Province
Nobility Society providing support for poor pupils’. In 1879, this organisation
founded the first Georgian school in Thilisi, which by 1899-1900 academic year
was made into Tbilisi Nobility Georgian Gymnasium. As it lacked its own
building, the school had to move from one place to another.

On May 22, 1897, at the meeting of Tbilisi province nobility society, Niko
Tskhvedadze raised an issue of constructing a separate building for the
gymnasium. The decision was made according to which the chief committee
was charged with the task of constructing a special building for the school.
For this purpose, in 1898, approximately six hectares of land were purchased
on the outskirts of the city, in Vera region, beyond Varaziskhevi. In connec-
tion with this event the journal ‘Moambe’ wrote: ‘The site for the school has
already been purchased in Vera region and the money for its construction
is being raised. Mr Tskhvedadze has fully taken the responsibility to settle
this problem. There is no doubt that this honourable man has taken on an
immensely big and heavy burden, but his devotion to the public affair, his
tireless work and knowledge of the matter is the guarantee that this initiative
will end favourably. Let us hope that all Georgians will express sympathy and

support towards this kind and really ancestral business.’




Most of the money from private citizens was
raised by Niko Tskhvedadze.

dSDZ’m %*360@0330@360

Brothers Zubalashvili

No matter ézc'q o smﬂ, woman or  man, vich or ﬁoor, afl of them made their own con-

tribution lo this ancestral business according to their financial abilities. Sn outstanding Placein such

an important case belongs to brothers Zubatashvili who donated S6 000 rubles. Shey are - the late

Slepane Zubatashvili and his brothers Levan, Petre and Iakob... Davit Sarajishvili, a famous person

in Geovgia, a great lover of his countyy's and nation’s affairs... besides them a lot of other people made
ther decent donations to this noble cause, it is not necessary 1o mention all 9 them here, z‘/%y won't

oomﬂﬂm, as their contvibution witll never be Jorgotten and it will serve ifs ﬁurﬁo&e.’

Zakaria Chichinadze

©d300 LsMoxndzama
g omgbosb ghmse

Davit Sarajishvili with
his wife
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ARCHITECT

In 1898 was established a Gymnasium Construction Commission chaired
by Niko Tskhvedadze, whose members were Eqvtime Takaishvili, Konstantine
Kavrishvili and Svimon Kldiashvili. [lia Chavchavadze joined the commission in
1902. A young , but already well-known architect Svimon Kldiashvili was made

responsible for the building design and administration.
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Mtskheta, Jvari Monastery, 1914

S. Kldiashvili (the first on the right in the second
row) actively participated in all the cultutal events
8mbsbomgmagsbo gobs, HMIgmbsi magab of the time. The photo depicts Mtskheta Jvari

©6mDY Moogbo JnmenGmmo 860336gmmm- Monastery Reconstruction Commission members.
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ARCHITECT SVIMON KLDIASHVILI

vimon Kldiashvili is a typical representative of Eclecticism Age. In his buildings

S we come across Renaissance-Baroque style facades with the interpretations
characteristic of XIX-XX cc., as well as quite often — Modern... Only a few of the buildings
designed by him have reached to this day.

Svimon Kldiashvili graduated from the faculty of Architecture at Moscow artistic so-
ciety of fine arts, sculpture and architecture college with a big silver medal. At first, he had
private jobs in Kostroma, and in 1895, he was invited to Sokhumi to work as a city architect.
Together with Ekvtime Takai-
shvili he travelled in Southern
Georgia and Svaneti preparing
measurements of the architec-
tural monuments. Kldiashvili
was a member of Mtskheta Jvari
Restoration Commission, Sve-
titskhoveli Renovation Comm-
ittee, Georgian Artistic Society
and Georgian Historical-Ethn-

ographic Society.

Jatrormen 403bsbanb g0dagmdab B3 gda.

Lbgab: a. yobdgan, 3.%88s 3M-mMmdgmasba, b. (3bggoady,
0.60658dm3M0dzama.
asbsb: 8. gu@amo, 9. meysndzomo, 3. yoggoabo.

Georgian Gymnasium Board members:
(sitting) G.Kazbegi, M. Jambakur-Orbeliani, N. Tskhvedadze
I. Tsinamdzghvrishvili
(standing) G. Zhuruli, E. Takaishvili, M. Kipiani

)



Since 1899, S. Kldiashvili started designing and running the project of Tbilisi Nobility
School. A famous Georgian art historian Vakhtang Beridze wrote: ‘This is the most significant
period in Kldiashvili’s “architectural” biography. As the author of this huge building Svimon
Kldiashvili became one of the most important participants of the work, which in due time had
the greatest cultural significance for the Georgian society. Moreover, by some leading Georgian
personalities this phenomenon was considered to have nation-wide importance.’

If we look through the names of the Georgian architects of that time according to whose
drafts and under whose supervision buildings were constructed in Tbilisi, we will hardly be able
to find Georgian surnames among them. Contrary to this, absolute majority of builders involved
in the construction of the Georgian Gymnasium, from masters to labourers and guards, were
Georgians. Therefore, the decision made by Niko Tskhvedadze and the Chief Committee to
make the Gymnasium construction works into the apotheosis of working capacity and talent

becomes obvious.

The Gymnasium construction works started in 1900.

The ceremony of laying the foundation

turned into a celebration.

TR S

Ty

19

M



20

THE NEWSPAPER ‘IVERIA’ WROTE:

‘On October 14, on the site purchased by the
Chief Committee of Tbilisi Nobility School, the
foundation for the new school was laid and blessed.’
The ceremony was attended by Ilia Chavchavadze,
Akaki Tsereteli, Mariam Jambakur-Orbeliani, Niko
Tskhvedadze, Takob Gogebashvili, Ekvtime Takai-
shvili, Simon Tsereteli, Kristepore Mamatsashvili,
society members and gymnasium pupils. The sol-
emn paraklisis headed by the gymnasium theology
teacher deacon Kalistrate Tsintsadze was served
by specially invited clergy. Hymns were sung by
the gymnasium choir conducted by Zakaria Chkh-
ikvadze. The celebration reached its peak when

two servants of the gymnasium brought in baskets
and placed them on the edge of the foundation pit
which had been dug quite deep. In it some brick-
layers dressed in clean aprons were standing, as if
waiting for something... The baskets brought by
the servants turned out to hold approximately 10-
12 litres of the best wine. According to tradition,
all that was handed down to the bricklayers, who
placed the bottles in the previously made hollow
storerooms. On one side of some bricks laid in the
foundation of the building there was an inscription
‘Georgian Gymnasium’ and on the other — ‘Geor-
gian University’.

Georgian society greeted this fact with great enthusiasm, though quite a lot of people
displayed scepticism. They doubted the perspective of such a grandiose project, they were
not happy with the chosen site either. Niko Tskhvedadze was ‘condemned by many with
reproach: he has bought the school building site for Vera region foxes and jackals and
wants to drive Georgian fellows to charcoal burners and firewood-cutters from Vera.’

However, these malicious predictions did not come true. In his lifetime, Svimon
Kldiashvili witnessed the opening of the Georgian University in the building constructed

by him.
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As a specialist of ferroconcrete struc-
tures, a famous Georgian military
engineer, Vasil Jorjadze was in charge of carry-
ing out ferroconcrete works and installing util-
ity lines. In order to connect the sewage system
of the building, he constructed the ferroconcrete
pipe which was due to pass through Varaziskhe-
vi. He also constructed the globes on top of the
Gymnasium building.

Besides
nearby villages. Despite the delay of the wages

Thilisians, workers came from

and absence of the equipment, they went on
building the Gymnasium. Painting works were
performed by the artist-designer Jmukhadze. The
dome was covered with the white sheet metal by
the tinsmiths Vano Korpashvili and Kola Kir-
validze. The joiners’ works were headed by a
famous craftsman Petre Chabukiani, father of an
outstanding Georgian choreographer Vakhtang
Chabukiani.

The biggest share of the finances necessary
for the construction of the Gymnasiun constitut-
ed a part of the annual profit gained by the Nobil-
ity Property Bank. By 1905 (while Ilia Chavcha-
vadze was the administrative manager), the bank

a el |II]I|| I
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had already spent on this purpose 145 202 rubles.

Ilia Chavchavadze attached a great importance to
this unique National College. He often visited the
Gymnasium, attended lessons, observed the ev-
eryday life of the boarders and even invited them
to his house.

26 November 1906 is considered the main
building construction date. From then on, all
the classes of the Georgian Gymnasium started
studying in their own classrooms of the newly
built building. However, the construction works
still continued for quite a long time. In 1909, the
sports hall was finished, above which the assem-
bly hall with two-sided lighting was located. The
whole construction process lasted 15 years. The
building immediately turned into a remarkable
sight. All the visitors were delighted to see the
building.

The building plan is symmetrical and, de-
spite its magnitude, has quite a clear configura-
tion. In its central part, on the first floor there is
a large lobby and a wide staircase. On top of the
lobby there was David the Builder’s chapel and
on the opposite side - the assembly hall. Both the
hall and the chapel have a two-sided lighting and




they both fill the whole height of the building. All the other components of
the building are situated around the central part in the symmetrical wings. In
spite of the immensely big size of the construction project and the simplicity
of the architectural elements, with the extremely moderate use of the decor, the
architect managed to avoid monotony.

At the time when it was constructed, the building was the biggest in Tbili-
si. It served as a kind of boundary and, at the same time, as a connector be-
tween the old city and the new city. More than 100 years have passed since it
was built but, due to its festive and stately outward appearance, it still retains
the image of one of the most impressive architectural monuments of the city.

On 26 January 1918 (8 February according to the new style), the first
Georgian University was opened in the Gymnasium building. At first, the uni-
versity occupied only three rooms. The whole right side of the second floor was
taken up by the Georgian Historical-Ethnographic Society; Tbilisi Women’s
Georgian Gymnasium and the museum of the Society Disseminating Literacy
among Georgians were located thereby; from 1915 to 1918 it also housed a
military hospital, where Vazha Pshavela died in 1915. Since 1920, the whole
building was handed over to the University.

Later, at the end of the 1930s, the space under the dome, which first served
as the Gymnasium chapel and then as the university museum of old Georgian
art, was converted into two storeys with the reading hall upstairs; on the first
floor of the two-storeyed pastophoriums initially a military registering office
and then a hairdresser’s were accommodated and were finally added to the
reading hall; while on the ground floor, in the small partitioned off offices, the
university party and comsomol organisations were lodged.

In the 1970s, a large-scale extension was made to the first building of the
University: the assembly hall was made into a large foyer and a new assembly
hall as well as several sports halls were added to the main building. (archi-
tects: Kachkachishvili, Lomidze, Shavishvili). ‘On 24 October 1973, while
conducting the extension works, in the foundation thebuilders came across a
specially built-up niche with five bottles and a jar in it. Three bottles and the
jar contained some issues of the 1900 periodicals (‘Iveria’, ‘Kvali’, “Tsnobis
Purtseli’, “Jejili’, “‘Moambe’ and others.) and different statutes. As the jar was
not hermetically sealed (it had a brick on top), the newspapers and journals
are badly damaged. Besides that, the builders discovered two bottles of 1895
Kakhetian vintage wine.” — Professor Jorbenadze wrote in the printed media
regarding this extraordinary fact.

The total area of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University main building
constitutes 14 920 square metres. It houses the university administration, lecture
rooms, a museum, a cultural centre, sports and assembly halls.

Presently, with the support of a University graduate, businessman and
sponsor Bidzina Ivanishvili, the University main building is being recon-
structed.
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THE FIRST NATIONAL UNIVERSITY IN THE CAUCASUS

All nations have special dates closely connected with the crucial moments of their history.
February 8, 1918 has become a date of double importance in the memory of the Georgian
people. Years back it was a commemoration day of Georgia’s greatest King and the Saint,
David the Builder. However, since 1918 it has also acquired a symbolic meaning that heralded
the beginning of the Georgian university education. The opening of the University was
solemnly declared in the Gymnasium for the Nobility, at the outskirts of the city 90 years ago,
thus becoming the foundation for the establishment of a higher school of the European type in

the Caucasus.
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I the 1860s, a new generation
n emerged on the Georgian arena
under the leadership of Ilia Chavchavadze, the
greatest of statesman, with whom a new stage of
spiritual renaissance of Georgia’s history is con-
nected. The given years mark a particularly ac-
tive struggle for the establishment of the national
university.

Possibilities for the establishment of the
University acquired truly realistic shape with the
establishment of the Georgian Nobility Estate
Bank. It was the only bank within the borders
of the Russian Empire which donated its income
to the development of cultural-educational and
industrial interests of the nation. In the 20th cen-
tury, the graduate of Petersburg University and
its privatdocent, Ivane Javakhishvili headed the
organizing activities for the establishment of the
Georgian University. He is justly recognized as a
follower of Ilia Chavchavadze and his activities
in the cause of preservation and rise of national
1dentity.

From the beginning of the 19th century, the
society was drawn into the endless arguments
regarding the type of the future high school in
Georgia — whether it had to be a polytechnical in-
stitute or University. From the practical point of
view, Georgia, being an agrarian country, needed
a higher school similar to Institute. The given
idea found vehement support among a number
of statesmen, namely Niko Nikoladze, Vasil
Petriashvili, Petre Melikishvili and others. The
argument reached even the Georgians residing
in Petersburg and at the beginning of 1917, the
society, having gathered in the “Elite” cinema,
held debates regarding the pressing issue. Ivane
Javakhishvili made a statement on the impor-
tance of the establishment of Tbilisi University,
appealing to the Russia based Georgian scientists
to return home.

By that time Ivane Javakhishvili had already
sent the questionnaires to several university cit-



ies in Russia. He was well aware of the scientific
potential, which later was to become a core of
Tbilisi University.

From the first days of the February Revolu-
tion of 1917, Ivane Javakhishvili, being in Pe-
tersburg at the time, launched active preparations
for the establishment of the higher school. By the
beginning of spring he returned to Georgia in or-
der to realise his ultimate dream. The first meet-
ing of the University founders society was held
in the residence of Petre Melikishvili, on May 12.
The meeting was chaired by Ekvtime Takaishvi-
1i. The society of the ‘Free Georgian University’
was founded on that day playing an enormous
role in the University
establishment process.

g‘%fgyﬁé FO? j&o’n%«l(‘é

gia. We have lived to the day of establishment of
the national university...thriving for light, thirst
for knowledge and love for verity has brought all
these people together.

Man is created for light and the divine tal-
ent is bestowed upon him — the search for truth,
which makes a man free.’

Kirion II

A. Chkhenkeli, the first rector of the Uni-
versity, P. Melikishvili, Chairman of Professors’
Board and A. Kipshidze addressed the audience

during the opening celebration.
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1918, on the day of
commemoration of David the Builder, the first
Georgian University was opened.

The reception of guests and the celebrations
were hosted by Ilia Chavchavadze’s nephew,
Kote Abkhazi.

The University was blessed and praised by
the Catholicos-Patriarch Kirion II.

‘Honourable professors, the fate of this sci-
entific temple is in your hands. My heart 1s filled
with happiness at the thought that the eternal wis-
dom shall be bestowed upon the people of Geor-
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The first Georgian University was founded due to the unlimited support of the Georgian

people and enormous efforts of true patriot scientists. However, the contribution of Ivane

Javakhishvili to the great cause was undoubtedly unique, upon which all his contemporaries

agree: ‘Ivane Javakhishvili is the only founder and protecting knight of our university who

blew life into it. Nobody has a right to rival him or share the merit.” This was how Petre

Melikishvili, his associate and colleague, described the great statesman.

THE FOUNDER

‘The scientist of his calibre lived in

Europe only during the Renaissance.’

Marton Ishtvanovich

vane Javakhishvili was born in Thilisi in

I 1876. After finishing his studies in the first
Classical Gymnasium, he became a student at the
Faculty of Eastern Studies in Petersburg Univer-
sity. The supreme aim of his studies became evi-
dent back in his student years and it envisaged
the establishment of historical truth, even at the
risk of sacrificing the sayings and legends recog-
nised by the people throughout the centuries. For
the scholarly thesis, which addressed a new per-
ception of the extract from the Georgian history,
he was awarded a prize and a gold medal. It was
an only award Ivane Javakhishvili received dur-
ing his life. After graduating from the Armenian-
Georgian- Iranian department, upon the decision
of the Faculty, he was to remain at the depart-

ment to prepare for professorship. With particu-
lar gratitude Ivane Javakhishvili remembered the
time spent in Berlin University, where he was
commissioned from Petersburg University for
the accomplishment of skills under the supervi-
sion of Professor Gustav Adolf Harnak.

In 1903, Ivane Javakhishvili became Privat-
docent. The same year he began to deliver Sun-
day lectures to the Georgian students studying in
Petersburg.

In 1907, Ivane Javakhishvili formed a circle
of the Georgian students studying in Petersburg
Emperor’s University, which played an enor-
mous role in the development of Georgian scien-
tific potential and establishment of the Georgian

University.



Ivane Javakhishvili offered Petre Melikish-
vili to head the University. After P. Melikishvili
requested resignation in 1919, Ivane Javakhish-

vili became the Rector of Thbilisi State Univer-

sity.

by Ivane Javakhishvili. Under the threat of the
Soviet oppressive regime, associates and pupils
of Ivane Javakhishvili, with the minor exception,
failed to give him support. Ivane Javakhishvili
was compelled to leave the University founded
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In 1926, the Soviet regime removed Ivane
Javakhishvili, the founder of the University from
his post.

In 1936, the repressions against Ivane Ja-
vakhuishvili were given a new start. The then
Rector, K. Oragvelidze delivered a thesis ‘On
the Issues of Georgian History’ at the Faculty of
History of Tbilisi State University, which was di-
rected against the scientific activities conducted

03- 939603300
«60396L0@ 58 0b 30639
306LEs3NogMgdNmgdmab,

19226.

Ivane Javakhishvili with the first
graduates of the University, 1922

1

by him. Ivane Javakhishvili died while deliver-
ing a public lecture on November 18, 1940. He
1s buried in the University Pantheon bearing his
name.

It could be said without exaggeration that
there was no field in Georgia the development of

which had not been supported by Ivane Javakh-

1shvili.
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THE FIRST STUDENT

The first student to submit an application to the University in 1918

was Medea Ghambashidze.

Medea was a daughter of a celebrated Georgian physician Vakhtang Ghambashidze and the first
teacher of the English language Wanda Hoppe Ghambashidze. She was born in 1899,

Medea Ghambashidze wrote in her diary:

‘U apptied to the Faculty of Philosophy. 1 was so impationt to attend all the lectures. My first
ex//ﬂm'mces are connected with the lecture detivered @/ Akaki Shanidze. (Mﬁm his advice éeg&m
to learn Armenian. After altending three classes, 1 moved to Aravic. 1 began to learn Sanskrit
under the tutorship of Giorgi Akhvlediani. 1 enjoyed learning Lursmuli. .1 also remember lively
lectures of Shatva Nulsubidze and fender, interesting lectures on psychology delivered by Dito
Uznadze. 1 also attended the lectures of Tvane Javakhishvili
on Georgian History.”

After Georgia’s annexation by Russia, the Ghambashidze
family emigrated to France. The move became insupportable for
the family. Incapable of tolerating life in emigration, Medea’s
brother, Givi Ghambashidze committed suicide. As for Medea, she
did not hesitate to risk her life and managed to come to Georgia
for a year... M. Ghambashidze spoke French, English and Italian
fluently, due to which she managed to find a job in a Parisian bank
and the hardships of supporting the whole family entirely weighed
on her shoulders for quite a long time. Medea’s father, Vakhtang
Ghambashidze was the chairman of the Georgian community in
France (he was elected to the post three times). He chaired the
‘Georgian National Committee’, formed during World War II for
the protection of Georgian war prisoners and the immigration.

Medea took an active part in the work of the organisation, acting

©905bmsb g maw
Medea with her mother
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THE FIRST RECTOR

On 13 January 1918, Petre Melikishvili (1850-1927) was elected

Rector at the first meeting of Tbilisi State University Professors’ Board,

at the suggestion of Ivane Javakhishvili.

that time Melikishvili was the
At most famous scientist of all his
colleagues. For almost two years he managed
the newly established school absolutely for free
and willingly used all his knowledge, experience
and authority for the benefit of the first Georgian
University.

In 1872, Petre Melikishvili took his external
degree at the natural science department of Odessa
University physics and mathematics faculty, where
he stayed to prepare for his professorship. In 1873,
he was sent abroad. For two years Petre worked
in Tubingen and Karlsruhe chemistry labs. On re-
turning from his academic trip, Petre Melikishvili
started working in Odessa University chemistry

laboratory. In 1881, he defended his MSc thesis —
‘On the Products of Acrylic Acids’, and then went
abroad once more. In Paris he attended lectures
delivered by an outstanding French chemist M.
Bertello, while in Munich he got acquainted with
new scientific achievements and technologies in
the laboratory of a celebrated German chemist A.
Bayer.

In 1884, nominated by Professors Verigo,
Petriashvili and Klimenko, Petre Melikishvili was
elected Docent of Odessa University Agrochemis-
try Chair. In 1885, after defending a thesis, a Doc-
tor of Chemistry degree was conferred on him and
in 1889 he became a Professor of the Chair.



In 1899, Petre Melikish-
vili was awarded a prize and a
big gold medal of Lomonos-
ov University. His work was
highly appreciated by D.
Mendeleev as a research re-
inforcing his “periodic table’.

Petre Melikishvili stud-
ied natural resources as well
as agricultural products. In
this respect, his works con-
cerning wheat, wine, cheese
and other products are par-
ticularly important. On the
basis of chemical analysis he
made conclusions regarding the impact of the soil
composition and climatic conditions on wine and
bread.

In Thilisi University, besides being the Rec-
tor, Petre Melikishvili delivered lectures, or-
ganised labs; headed the Chemistry and Organic
Chemistry Chairs which he had founded himself
and, after his rectorship, the Agricultural Faculty.
It was he who established the science of chemis-
try and its scientific terminology and who initiated
teaching chemistry disciplines and maintaining

research work.

398Mg 3gmagjndzoemn
3mbogygqgdmab o
SbomasbMos 3mmaaqgdcmsb
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Petre Melikishvili with his pupils
and young colleagues

Petre Melikishvili was buried in the univer-
sity garden. A year after his death, during the tenth
anniversary celebrations of the university founda-
tion, on Melikishvili’s grave the foundation was
laid for the monument, the author of which is a
famous Georgian sculptor lakob Nikoladze.

In connection with this fact, in his speech
dedicated to the first rector Komeli Kekelidze
said:

“You are not able to attend the tenth anniver-
sary celebration of our university, but your grave
will feel the profound respect and love which stu-

dents have towards you.’
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