
   nino samsonia 
             

igoeTis (grakliani gora) Suamdinaruli 
sabeWdavebis Sesaxeb 

                       
 
igoeTis cilindruli sabeWdavi – cilindruli sabeWdavi 
(konusis niSnebiT). masala: gamomwvari Tixa, (simaRle-5,2 sm; 
qveda diametri 2,8 sm; zeda-1,6 sm). 
 
 

 

 
 
 
   igoeTSi, grakliani goris arqeologiur gaTxrebze, 
aRmoCnda Suamdinaruli cilindruli sabeWdavi, romlis  
ikonografia gliptikis xelovnebis yvelaze adreuli etapis – 
uruq-jemdeT-nasris, cilindruli sabeWdavebis ikonografiis 
identuria.Uuruqisa da jemdeT-nasris stili Zv. w. IV-III 
aTaswleulis mijnaze Camoyalibda samxreT SuamdinareTSi da  
moicva sruliad wina aziis teritoria. 
 UjemdeT-nasris periodis (Zv.w XXX-XXVIII s.s.)  sabeWdavebi 
garda samxreT mesopotamiisa, aRmoCenilia dialas mxareSi, 
siriaSi, iranis sxvadasxva olqebsa da anatoliaSi, yvelgan 
visac ki urTierToba hqonda q. uruqTan.  unda aRiniSnos, rom 
sabeWdavebi ZiriTadad aRmoCenilia taZrebis teritoriis 
gaTxrebis dros da Sesabamisad, radganac taZrebis 
rekonstruqcia xSirad xdeboda, ar Seesabameba Tavis 
pirvandel saxes1. uruqis sabeWdavebis stili SesaZloa 

                                                 
1 samsonia n., Suamdinaruli gliptika, Tsu 2008, gv.32. 



momdinareobdes mesopotamiis gare raionebidan, 
magaliTadHhabuba qabiradan, ( Zv. w. 3200 w.) 
 uruqis periodis kultura vrceldeboda mesopotamiis 
sazRvrebs gareTac. amis damadasturebeli masala aRmoCnda 
1969-1975 w. w. siriaSi gaTxrebisas, rac ufro adrindeli unda 
iyos, vidre uruqis kultura gadavidoda jemdeT-nasris 
periodSi2.   

igoeTis cilindruli sabeWdavic taZris teritoriazea 
aRmoCenili. savaraudod  taZrisaTvis unda yofiliyo 
Sewiruli, rogorc sakulto sagani da ara rogorc 
moxmarebisTvis gamiznuli sabeWdavi.  

 aRniSnuli sabeWdavis ikonografia sruliad Seesabameba 
gliptikis xelovnebis I periodis (Zv. w. 3000-2800 w.w.) 
ornamentiani jgufis nimuSebs (ix. nimuSebi)3.  sabeWdavis  
forma (cilindruli konusi -  odnav viwrovdeba qvemodan 
zemoT – qveda diametri 2,8 sm; zeda-1,6 sm.) da masala 
(gamomwvari Tixa), safuZvels iZleva,  rom Zv.w. III 
aTaswleulis dasawyiss mivakuTvnoT.  gliptikis xelovnebaSi  
gamomwvari Tixa sabeWdavebis yvelaze adreul masaladaa 
dadasturebuli.  

sabeWdavebis ikonografiis Seswavla maTive anabeWdebiT 
xdeba. xSir SemTxvevaSi mxolod anabeWdia aRmoCenili, nimuSi 
ki dakargulia. igoeTis cilindruli sabeWdavis SemTxvevaSi 
xerxdeba sabeWdavis ikonografiisa da masalis identifikacia, 
rac amartivebs daTariRebis problemas. Tumca sabeWdavebi 
daTariRebisTvis sayrden masalas ar warmoadgenen. Ees 
sirTule, upirveles yovlisa gamowveulia sabeWdavTa mcire 
zomiT, rac aadvilebda maT gadaadgilebas, xdeboda erTi 
arqeologiuri fenidan sxva fenaSi Cagorebac. ramdenadac 
sabeWdavebi Tilismis funqciasac asrulebdnen, xdeboda maTi 
xelaxali xmareba, gadakeTeba, ikonografiis motivis Camateba, 
an xelaxali mflobelis saxelis dawera. aqedan gamomdinare, 
sabeWdavebis daTariRebis mTavar sayrdenad is masala rCeba, 

                                                 
2 Ancient Art in Seals, Princeton, New Jersey, p.6-7. 
3 Porada Edith, Mesopotamian Art in Cylinder Seals of the Pierpont Morgan Library, New York, 1947, p.17, n.10, 

ix. 1 –Savi serpentini, 4,8 X1,3,5 sm. Corpus of Ancient Near Eastern Seals in North American Collections, 

The Bollingen Series XIV, V –I, n.33, ix. 2 –Savi serpentini, 2,7 X 1,75sm. n. 34, ix. 3 –muqi kirqva, 
qveda nawili dazianebulia. n. 36, ix. 4 –Savi serpentini, 4,8 X1,35 sm. n. 39, ix. 5 – Savi 
serpentini, 3,3X0,95 sm. Frankfort H, Stratified Cylinder Seals from the Diala Region, Chicago,V-LXXII, 1955. 

n.827, ix. 6-geometriuli dizaini, TeTri kirqva; 2,8X1,5 sm. ix. 210; 7 –geometriuli 

dizaini, frita, 1,1X0,5 sm. nim..165; ix. 8 – geometriuli dizaini, steatiti; 1,7X0,5 sm. n.175, 

ix. 9- geometriuli dizaini, Savi qva, 2,7X0,7 sm. n.105N, ix. 10 –geometriuli dizaini, 

steatiti, 4,2X1,1 sm. n.114N, ix. 11 -steatiti, 1,8X0,8 sm. nim. 99; ix. 12 –steatiti, 3,5X1,1 sm. 
no. 51N, ix. 13 –geometriuli ornamenti, frita, 1,8X1,3 sm.  



romelic gliptikis xelovnebis garkveuli etapisaTvis 
gamoiyeneboda. G 

SuamdinareTSi gavrcelebuli iyo wina etapebis 
ikonografiis xelaxeli amokveTa axali masaliT, ris 
saukeTeso dasturs alalaxis arqivis anabeWdebi warmoadgenen, 
alalaxis arqivSi iaspiTa da hematitiT Sesrulebulia Zveli, 
uris I-II dinastiebis dros gavrcelebuli ikonografia. Zv,w,II 
aTaswleulis meore naxevridan, rodesac gliptikis 
xelovnebis Zvelbabilonuri stili e.w. miTanurma stilma 
Caanacvla. miTanuri sabeWdavebis ikonografia sruliad 
moicavs Zv.w. III aTaswleulis sabeWdavTa ikonografiis yvela 
etapis motivebs. 

 igoeTis nimuSis ikonografia  emTxveva  Suamdinaruli 
cilindruli sabeWdavebis kveTis pirvel etaps - e. w. uruqis 
periodis stils, romelic ganviTarda da sabolood 
Camoyalibda momdevno – jemdeT nasris periodSi. uruqisa da 
jemdeT-nasris periodis stilebs Soris mkafio gamijvna ar 
arsebobs. jemdeT nasris periodis sabeWdavebi iyofa oTx 
jgufad masze aRbeWdili sagnebis, ornamentebis, Crdilebisa 
da masalis mixedviT. 

 IV jgufs warmoadgens sabeWdavTa is jgufi, sadac 
vxvdebiT ornamentebsa da dekoraciebs. es jgufi iyofa or 
nawilad. pirveli e.w. « Sevronis » ornamentebi qsovisa da 
wvnisgan unda momdinareobdes (ix.1). isini savaraudod, 
qsovisagan  Wilofis dawvnis msgavsad unda iyos Seqmnili. 
swored am jgufs uaxlovdeba igoeTSi aRmoCenili sabeWdavis 
ikonografia. igi Suamdinaruli Sevronis ornamentebiani 
sabeWdavebis identuria. Tumca rogorc zemoT aRvniSneT, 
igoeTis cilindruli sabeWdavi formisa da masalis mixedviT 
am jgufis Camoyalibebis saTavesTan unda moiazrebodes4.  

 unda aRiniSnos, rom  gliptikisa xelovnebis Svidive 
etapze – bolo, aqemeniduri periodis  CaTvliT5,  mTlianad 
ornamentiani dizainiT Sesrulebuli nimuSebi, mxolod pirvel, 
uruq-jemdeT nasris periodSi gvxvdeba. analogiuri dizaini 
mxolod nuzis gliptikis V jgufSi gvxvdeba, rac II 
aTaswleulis II naxevriT TariRdeba da mxolod anabeWdebiTaa 
cnobili.  jemdeT-nasris periodis Semdeg, ornamenti mxolod 

                                                 
4
 Dominique Collon, First Impressions Cylinder Seals in the Ancient Near East, Brirish Museum Press, 1987, n. 

491, ix. 15 –dabeWdili Tixis burTi, diam.6,5 sm. zedapirze anabeWdebia TanamimdevrobiT, 
romlebic Seesabameba Tixis Toqenebs, romlebic burTSi aRmoCnda; adreuli uruqis 
periodi. n. 502, ix. 16 –Tixis cilindri gverdze Tavisi anabeWdiT, 4,0X2,1 sm, periodi II.  
5  samsonia n, “ Suamdinaruli gliptika”, gv. 25-26. 



kompoziciis gasayofad an sabeWdavebis kideebis 
gasaformeblad gamoiyeneboda 6. N 

nuzis gliptika, rogorc aRvniSneT, anabeWdebiTaa 
warmodgenili, Tumca miTanur periodSi, rasac nuzis masala 
Seesabameba, ZiriTad masalas hematiti, iaspi da zogjer 
ubralod qva warmoadgenda. 

igoeTis sabeWdavis SemTxvevaSi, masalisa da ikonografiis 
identifikacia safuZvels gvaZlevs rom adreul I-II etaps 
mivakuTvnoT. Tumca, rogorc zemoT aRvniSneT, miTanuri stili, 
iTvisebs wina etapebis ikonografiis TiTqmis yvela motivs. am 
saerTo stils, mecnierebaSi saerTo miTanuri stili ewodeba. 
miTanuri stilis nimuSebi vrceldeboda nuzidan kviprosamde, 
sadac Zv.w. II aTaswleulis II naxevridan xdeba uZvelesi 
Suamdinaruli motivebis gadatana. Aar aris gamoricxuli, rom 
miTanuri stilis sabeWdavebs kavkasiamdec moeRwiaT. Tumca 
igoeTis nimuSebis safuZvelze, SegviZlia Zveli axlo 
aRmosavleTisa da kavkasiis kulturuli urTierTobebi Zv, w, 
III aTaswleulis dasawyisidan moviazroT. 
 igoeTSi aRmoCenili orive nimuSis masala im uZvelesi 
masalis Sesabamisia, romlebic sabeWdavebis dasamzadeblad Zv. 
w. III aTaswleulis Sua periodamde ixmareboda mesopotamiaSi– 
Cvens SemTxvevaSi kirqva- igoeTis konusuri sabeWdavisTvis da 
gamomwvari Tixa –cilindrulisTvis. 
  gamomwvari Tixa sabeWdavebis masalad gamoiyeneboda 
sabeWdavebis kveTis pirvel etapze – uruqis periodSi, 
daaxloebisT IV aTaswleulis dasasruls, rac TandaTan 
Caanacvla iseTma rbilma qvebma, rogorebicaa: qloriti, 
steatiti, serpentini, kirqva da alebastri, romelTa daWrac 
SesaZlebeli iyo nebismieri myari iaraRiT. xolo 
adredinastiur, aqadur da  momdevno periodebSi sabeWdavebis 
ikonografiis amosakveTad daiwyes saWreli borblisa da 
metalis iaraRebis gamoyeneba, ramac gaafarTova sabeWdavebis 
masala da sabeWdavebis dasamzadeblad iseTi myari qvebic ki 
gamoiyeneboda, rogoricaa kvarci da korundi, aseve wiTeli 
rkinaqva7.  

teqnologiuri SesaZleblobebis zRvari nakarnaxevi iyo 
qvis tipiT. Tavdapirvelad qvas eZleoda forma, sakidisTvis 
ixvriteboda da bolos ikveTeboda dizaini. metalis sxva 
iaraRebTan erTad dasturdeba saWreli borblis arseboba, 
Tumca  sabeWdavebis kveTis pirvel etapze, ikonografiis 
Sesaqmnelad, dafiqsirebulia mxolod meqanikuri burRisa da 

                                                 
6 Suamdinaruli gliptika, gv. 67. 
7 Suamdinaruli gliptika, gv.16-17. 



lerwmis iaraRis xmareba, romlis meSveobiTac unda iyos 
Sesrulebuli igoeTis cilindri – anu ikonografiis ZiriTadi 
formebi iqmneboda burRiT – ornamentis guli, romelic Cvens 
SemTxvevaSi emTxveva sakidis naxvrets (ix. qvemoT) da mis 
garSemo lerwmis msubuqi gasmiT unda Seqmniliyo arsebuli 
kompozicia. am nimuSze ar aRiniSneba liTonis iaraRis kvali, 
romlebic daaxloebiT Zv. w. III aTaswleulis II naxevridan 
gamoiyeneboda burRis kvalis dasafarad8. 

rac Seexeba igoeTis cilindris formas, rogorc zemoT 
aRvniSneT, gansxvavebulia uruq-jemdeT nasris farTod 
gavrcelebuli cilindrebis formisagan, Tumca zomiT 
Sesabamisia. am sabeWdavis forma inacvlebs ufro adreul 
warsulSi da msagavsia preistoriuli konusuri sabeWdavebisa, 
romelTac Tavze igoeTis nimuSis msgavsad aseve gamosaxuli 
hqondaT jvrisebri niSani9, Tumca am konusur sabeWdavebs 
gansxvavebuli forma da dizaini hqondaT. (anabeWdi 
sruldeboda dabeWdviT da ara Tixaze gadagorebiT). Aar aris 
gamoricxuli, rom igoeTis nimuSi Zveli konusuri 
sabeWdavisagan iyos gadakeTebuli. SesaZloa, es sabeWdavi 
Tavidanve sakulto da ara piradi msaxurebisTvis yofiliyo 
Seqmnili, radgan rogorc zemoT aRvniSneT, uruqis periodis 
sabeWdavTa umravlesoba taZrebisaTvis iqmneboda (igoeTis 
cilindric taZris gaTxrisas aRmoCnda WurWelSi).  am 
varaudis safuZvels ikonografiaSi moqceuli sakidis naxvreti 
iZleva, rac Cveulebriv ar gvxvdeba dasabeWdad  gamiznul 
cilindrebze.  cilindruli sabeWdavebi ixvriteboda 
vertikalurad, an saerTod ar iyo gaxvretili. amasTanave, 
sabeWdavisTvis ikonografia  mTavar komponents warmoadgenda, 
riTac sasurveli anabeWdi sruldeboda Taxaze, Sesabamisad 
sabeWdavi ixvriteboda dasakidad da satareblad, rac 
ikonografiis gasafrTxileblad iyo gamiznuli. 

 unda aRiniSnos, rom sabeWdavis naxvreti SesaniSnavadaa 
moqceuli ikonografiaSi da monawileobs anabeWdis 
centraluri nawilis SeqmnaSi, anu sabeWdavisTvis organul 
nawils warmoadgens. aqedan gamomdinare aSkaraa, rom is adre 
Tu gvian ikonografiis Sesabamisad gaixvrita. 

 
 
 

                                                 
8 Suamdinaruli gliptika, gv. 34 (6-7). 
9
 Shua Amorai-Stark, Wolfe Family Collection of Near Eastern Prehistoric Stamp Seals, University Press Fribourg 

Switzerland Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht Gettingen, 1997, n.367, ix 14 –serpentini, konusi, didi 
naxvretiT (6-5 mm). Tavze jvriT, Zv.w. IV-III aTasw. gviandeli uruqis periodi.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 igoeTis konusuri sabeWdavi - (kirqva; 2,8-2,5 sm)  

 
 

 
 
 
ikonografia warmoadgens uZveles Suamdinarul, 

miTologiur motivs. gamosaxulia taZari, romelic 
Suamdinaruli miTologiuri warmodgeniT Cveulebriv sxivebiT 
gamoisaxeboda, rogorc maradiuli da casTan dakavSirebuli. 
taZris uZveles ikonografiaSi Casmulia ori sagani, 
savaraudod Tevzebi an ori sxvadasxva zomis larnaki. Oorive 
SemTxvevaSi wyalTan dakavSirebuli, rac mtknari wylebis 
uZveles RvTaebebs da maTTan dakavSirebul warmodgenebs 
ukavSirdeba.  aseve SesaZloa iyos Citis an romelime cocxali 
arsebis gamosaxuleba, rac aseve gavrcelebul motivs 
warmoadgenda SuamdinareTSi, rogorc konusuri, ise 
cilindruli sabeWdavebis ikonografiisTvis. konusuri 
sabeWdavebis kompozicia - erTmaneTSi Casmuli figurebisa, 
gansxvavdeba cilindrebis ikonografiisgan. Suamdinarul 
cilindrul sabeWdavebze, figurebi miemarTebian RvTis 
saxlisaken, romelic umetes SemTxvevaSi aseve sxivebiTaa 
gamosaxuli, rogorc igoeTis nimuSze. gansxvavebuli 
kompozicia gamowveulia konusur da cilindrul sabeWdavTa 
gansxvavebuli xmarebis wesiT10.  

                                                 
10

 Frankfort H, Stratified Cylinder Seals from the Diala Region, Chicago,V-LXXII, 1955. n.42-JN, ix.17-TeTri 
marmarilo, gauxvretavi, 3,3X2,8 sm. n. 41-JN, ix. 18 –kirqva; 2,7X2,1 sm. n.31-JN, ix. 19-ori Txa, 



igoeTis konusuri sabeWdavi sruliad Camoyalibebuli, 
tipuri nimuSia preistoriuli Suamdinaruli –Zv.w. IV 
aTaswleulis konusuri sabeWdavisa, rac dasturdeba 
sabeWdavis formiT, masaliTa da ikonografiiT. 

Suamdinarul sabeWdavebTan erTad igoeTSi aRmoCenilia 
konusuri sabeWdavebi, romelic adgilobrivi Tixisaganaa 
damzadebuli, Tumca masze amokveTili ikonografia aseve 
analogebs preistoriul samxreT SuamdinareTSi poulobs11, 
rac momavali kvlevebis saqmea. Sesabamisad igoeTis, grakliani 
goris, gaTxrebis masala, kidev erTi naTeli dasturia Zveli 
axlo aRmosavleTisa da kavkasiis kulturuli 
urTierTobebisTvis.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                             
ori taZari da geometriuli motivi, TeTri marmarilo, 3,5X2,8 sm. n. 863-JN, ix. 20 –sami 
Tevzi, taZari da geometriuli motivi, marmarilo, 3,2X2,9 sm. n. 12-JN, ix. 21 –motivtive 
larnakebi da taZari, niJara, 1,7X1 sm. n. 13-JN, ix. 22 –motivtive larnakebi da 
gaurkveveli sagani, niJara, 1,9X1,2 sm. Amiet Pierre, La Gliptique Mesopotamienne Archaique, Paris, 
1980, n.388, ix. 23 –adredinastiuri periodis scenebi cxovelTa gamosaxulebiT, anabeWdi: 

SCS 863. Temple de Shara. n. 389, ix. 24- adredinastiuri periodis scenebi cxovelTa 
gamosaxulebiT, anabeWdi: SCS 853. Temple de Shara. 
11 Shua Amorai-Stark, Wolfe Family Collection of Near Eastern Prehistoric Stamp Seals, University Press 
Fribourg Switzerland Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht Gettingen, 1997, n.287, ix. 25-Savi serpentini, 21X19X8 mm. 
kuTxovani jvari da Sevronis ornamenti, gviani 5-4 aTaswleulebi, ubaidi an adreuli 
uruqis periodi Crd-aRm anatolia, dasavleT irani, samxreT SuamdinareTi. 
 n. 289, ix. 26-molurjo-moSavo serpentini, 13X13X6mm, Sesrulebulia wvetiani burRiT, 
gaxvretili; kuTxovani jvari diagonaluri xazebiT an Sevronis ornamentiT; IV 
aTaswleuli; gviani ubadi/adreuli uruqis periodi, siria, Crd-aRm anatolia, dasavleT 
irani, samxreT SuamdinareTi. n.461, ix. 27-movardisfro-kremisferi gamomwvari Tixa; 
35X28X15mm; xazovani motivi ; IV aTaswleulis II naxevari, uruqis periodi; samxreT 
mesopotamia, dasavleT irani. n.463, ix. 28 –kremisferi gamomwvari Tixa, 41X41X22mm. Rrmad 
gaburRuli naxvretebiT(7X5 mm). jvari centraluri naxvretiT garSemo cxra 
naxvretiT(yvavilis ornamenti?). IV aTaswleulis Sua xanebi, gviani ubaidi an adreuli 

uruqis periodi ; dasavleT irani an erayi, Crd-aRm anatolia.BBriggs Buchanan,  Catalogue of 

Ancient Near Eastern Seals in the Ashmolean Museum, VII, The Prehistoric Sramp Seals, Oxford, 1984. n.21, 29-

steatiti, jvari xazovani dizainiT; 1889.326; 20X8; IV aTasw. n. 22, ix. 30 –momwvano qva, 
23X18X20; Zalian adreuli nimuSi. n. 23, ix. 31 –moyviTalo kirqva, jvari Sevsebuli 
kuTxeebiT, gaxvretili, IV aTasw.   
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                                Mesopotamian  Seals from Igoeti -Grakliani settlement 

 

The settlement and necropolis of Grakliani Hill are located in the Central Transcaucasia, 

Georgia, on the territory of village Igoeti, on a hill, which dominates among two small rivers – 

Lekhura and Tortla. In 2008 due to road extension works the salvage excavations took place on 

the southern slope resulting an interesting discoveries. Lower level of the hill is located at 680 

meters above the sea level; though upper unexcavated terraces and surface of the hill, rather open 

place have a higher location at about 720-723 meters.  

The excavations suggested that the site had been occupied between the Chalcolithic Age and the 

Late Hellenistic Period. 

Stratigraphy: 

1. Chalcolithic period ( 7
th

 mill. BC): stone hand axe, flint spearheads, sickle peaces, bone 

drills.  Several fragments of gray fabric pottery  typical for  chalkolitic age.  

2. Early bronze age 

Burial of various periods are discovered in the west of the southern slope of the hill the 

earliest pit-burial dated to early Bronze Age was excavated.  There were two persons interred 

in it, with northward orientation. Both contain gray fabric long neck vessels at heads. No 

other items are evidenced. 

       3. Early iron Age. 

This period is better evidenced in the settlement  as well as in necropolis. 

Chronologically it dates from XI c. B.C. to 900 B.C.  I’ll review one burial and one 

architectural monument (see below). 

4. Iron Age (beginning of I millennium) 

The material of this period is rich in number and very functional. Approximately the 

chronology of this period shall be VIII c – beginning of VI c. B.C. The burials of this 

period are located in the west of the settlement. 

5. 450-350 c BC. 

      There are settlement and necropolis og this time on nGrakliani Hill. 

Early iron Age burial (N6) was excavated on the lower terrace of the necropolis. It is a 

pit-burial with oval planning and EW orientation. Two males were interred in the burial 

with heads together, with crooked extremities, on the right, 65-69 and 55-59 of ages, 

Burial items: three items were found at the head – a bronze spearhead a bronze pin, 

bronze handle of bimetal dagger. A small pot placed near the neck of the right deceased, 

a large tray under the back, and a two-handled narrow bottom pot was dug in the earth 

under the feet of the deceased eastward to the tray. 

Architectural remains: 

Monumental altar discovered in the east of the settlement site dates to this period too. 

Only the northern segment of the building in which it was located is preserved. The 

building is traces of wood beams arranged horizontally are preserved. The walls were 

plastered with thick clay.  Similarly, the floor was trampled with the clay layer. Such 

elaboration is not observed in other cases. Altar was located in the North-Western corner 



of the building. Its location seems standard for bread ovens – for comparison we can cite 

excavations on Treli hill, Narekvavi, Samtavro, and Khovle. houses. In its east side there 

was an ash pit with a platform along the northern wall. The platform was used for placing 

offerings. There were placed vessels of light fabric and different sizes on it; among them 

are vessel with single handles, which is typical for Central part of Transcaucasus,  gaves 

good date – 1100 – 900 cc BC. One of these offering vessels contained a Mesopotamian 

cylinder  seal. The size of the seal are 5.2 cm in height, bottom diameter -2.8.sm, and 

upper surface diameter is 1.6 cm); its iconography is identical to the cylinder seals of first 

stage of glyptic art – the so called Uruk and Jemdet-Nasr, developed on the verge of IV-

III mill. B.C in Mesopotamia from where it spread throughout Asia.  Mesopotamian seals 

of the mentioned period were discovered in south Mesopotamia and Dyala region, Syria, 

different regions of Iran and Anatolia. It is to be mentioned that Uruk stamp seals were 

basically discovered during excavations on the territory of temples. The temples were 

frequently reconstructed losing their initial appearance. Supposedly the stamp seal was 

sacrificed to the temple and was used rather as worship than a stamp seal. 

Iconography of the mentioned stamp seal totally corresponds with ornamented samples of 

the first stage of Glyptic art (3000-2800 B.C). The stamp seal shape (cylinder, with conic 

sign – slightly narrowing upwards) and the material (fired clay) presuppose earlier date 

(possibly Middle Uruk period). IV group of Mesopotamian seals includes those stamp 

seals with ornaments. Icons on seal discovered on Grakliani Hill are close to the 

“Chevron” group . Image of Graakliani limestone cone-shape seal represent mythological 

motives of ancient Mesopotamia. It depicts the “house of God” - Temple. which 

according to Mesopotamian mythology, was irradiated, and its icons depicted rays. It 

contains two items, presumably fish or two vases of different size related to ancient gods 

of water. Similarly it can be an image of a bird or other living being that was a prevalent 

motive on cone-shape or cylinder seals.  

Grakliani conical seal, which is earliest seal on the territory of Transcaucasus,  is a 

typical example of pre-historic Mesopotamian conical seal of IV mill.BC, supported by 

the form, material and icons of the seal. It is noteworthy that large amount of seals with 

different decors dated to Late Bronze – Early Iron Age are discovered on the territory 

settlement.  

 

 


