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Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Faculty of Humanities

The Georgian Language of the Faculty of Humanities of Tbilisi State University

The aim of the Institute is to study the data of Old and New Georgian literary language, non-written
Kartvelian languages (Megrelian, Laz, Svan) and the dialects of the Georgian language from the
structural-semantic and functional-stylistic viewpoints; documenting of the literary monuments of
the Old and Middle Georgian and their analysis from the viewpoints of textology-philology and
linguistics; organization of linguistic expeditions — field work with the aim of collecting the data of
non-written Kartvelian languages, dialects of the Georgian language, as well as Old and Middle
Georgian written sources; analysis of the obtained empirical material reflecting the synchronic
situation, inclusion of this material into the University curricula and scientific research; research of
Georgian translations made in the Middle Ages (mostly old Georgian versions of the Biblical books)
from the textological and linguistic-stylistic viewpoints, inclusion of the research outcomes in the
educational programs of the University, namely: BA course in Georgian philology, MA program in
Kartvelian linguistics, MA course in medieval Christian oriental philology and doctoral program in

Georgian philology (sub-fields: Kartvelian linguistics and Biblical philology).

The research directions of the Institute are defined based on the scientific units that form part of the
Institute.



» The Chair of Kartvelian Linguistics studies the following:
e Contemporary Georgian literary language;
e The norms of the contemporary Georgian literary language;
e Stylistics of the Georgian language;
e The dialects of the Georgian language;
e Issues related to the teaching of Georgian as a second language;
e Non-written Kartvelian languages: Megrelian, Laz and Svan.
» The Chair of Old Georgian Language and Textological Research studies the following:
e Old Georgian language;
e Issues of the history of literary Georgian language;
e Issues of Georgian paleography and codicology;
e Old Georgian written monuments, from textological and linguistic-philological viewpoints.
» The Scientific Research Centre of Kartvelian Onomastics studies the onomastics (toponyms,
hydronyms, anthroponyms etc.) of Georgian and non-written Kartvelian languages.
»Orioni” - Scientific-Research Centre of Old Georgian Manuscripts - studies old Georgian

manuscripts (mostly those preserved outside the borders of Georgia) and prepares these manuscripts

for publication.



